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SUMMARY OF FACULTY SENATE MEETING

4/23/07

CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Chair Herndon at 3:20

P.M.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

Motion to approve the minutes of the 4/09/07 meeting by Senator
Strauss; second by Senator O'Kane. Motion passed.

CALL FOR PRESS IDENTIFICATION

No press present.

COMMENTS FROM INTERIM PROVOST LUBKER

Interim Provost Lubker noted that the administration is
continuing to work on the 2008 budget.
If there are budget
developments over the summer that would need input from the
Senate or would be important for the Senate to know about, he
will meet with Senate leadership to bring them up to date.
Interim Provost Lubker also reported that the Price Lab School
task force report has been received, and he will be meeting with
President Allen to discuss it.

COMMENTS FROM FACULTY CHAIR, SUE JOSLYN

Faculty Chair Joslyn summarized what has gone on with the two
initiatives with which she was involved the past two years,
specifically the introduction and use of Turnitin.com and the
discussion on Academic Rigor.
She distributed the Academic
Rigor Report to the Senate.
Chair Herndon thanked Faculty Chair Joslyn, noting that she has
done a great job leading some important issue across campus.

COMMENTS FROM CHAIR, CYNTHIA HERNDON
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Chair Herndon noted that it was suggested by Senator VanWormer
that the Faculty Senate send a letter of condolences to the
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faculty at Virginia Tech in care of their Chair of the Faculty
Senate.
Motion by Senator Mvuyekure to send a letter of condolences to
the faculty at Virginia Tech; second by VanWormer.
Motion
passed.
Chair Herndon stated that there were a couple of questions that
came up at the last meeting that had to do with the
International Student Task Force. Jennifer Younie, former Vice
President of NISG, who made the presentation, followed up on
those questions and Chair Herndon shared those answers with the
Senate.
Chair Herndon stated that with regard to the university-wide
elections that were recently held, she has decided to invalidate
that election because there were problem in the process.
Those
elections will be continued in the fall.
Faculty Chair Joslyn
has agreed to continue in her position until those elections are
held.
Chair Herndon reported that she attended the University Council
meeting last Thursday and updated the Senate as to what was
discussed.

CONSIDERATION OF CALENDAR ITEMS FOR DOCKETING

935

Social Science Master's Degree Re-instatement

Chair Herndon recommended that this item be docketed and placed
at the head of the docket out of regular order so that it can be
discussed and voted on today.
Motion to docket as item #844 and be placed at the head of the
docket out of regular order by Senator Christensen; second by
Senator Tallakson. Motion passed.

NEW BUSINESS

Election of Faculty Senate Officers
Chair Herndon stated that the nominating committee recommended
that Senator Michael Licari be elected to serve as the Faculty
Senate Chair for the 2007-2008 academic year.
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Motion by Senator Strauss to close the nominations; second by
Senator O'Kane.
Motion passed.
Motion to elected Senator Licari as Faculty Senate Chair for the
2007-2008 academic year passed.

Chair Herndon also noted that the nominating committee
recommended that Senator Susan Wurtz be elected to serve as the
Faculty Senate Vice Chair for the 2007-2008 academic year.
Motion by Senator Strauss to close the nominations; second by
Senator Mvuyekure; motion passed with one abstention.

ONGOING BUSINESS

Parking Deck Update
Morris Mikkelson, Associate Vice President Facilities Planning,
was present to update the Senate on the parking deck and
presented a PowerPoint presentation.
He noted that the parking
deck, which will be located on the block that now houses the
Commons Parking lot, has been redesigned to be a multilevel
facility on south end and a parking surface on the north end to
allow for future expansion if needed.
This new proposal will go
to the Board of Regents for approval next week, and if approved,
the university will proceed.
Mr. Mikkelson reviewed the details
of the parking deck and answered questions.

CONSIDERATION OF DOCKETED ITEMS

844

Social Science Mater's Degree Re-instatement

Motion to approve by Senator Soneson; second by Senator
Christensen.
Dr. Robert Martin, Head, Department of History was present to
discuss this and answer questions.
A lengthy discussion
followed.
Motion passed.

841

Emeritus Status request for Barbara Hetrick, Department of
Biology, effective 8/07

I
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Motion to approve by Senator O'Kane; second by Senator Soneson.
Motion passed.

842 Emeritus Status request for Peter G. Goulet, Department of
Management, effective 6/07
Motion to approve by Senator Wurtz; second by Senator Soneson.
Motion passed.

843 Emeritus Status request for Susan J. Koch, Provost's Office
and Graduate College, effective 5/07
Motion to approve by Senator VanWormer; second by Senator
O'Kane. Motion passed.

OTHER DISCUSSION

Chair Herndon presented Faculty Chair Joslyn, who has served two
one-year terms, which is the maximum allowed consecutively, with
a recognition plaque, and thanked her for her service.
Chair Herndon stated that she also has a recognition plaque for
Associate Provost Koch in appreciation of her dedicated service,
which she will present to her at a later date.
Associate Provost Lubker presented Chair Herndon with a
recognition plaque for her service as a senator and as Faculty
Senate Chair.
Chair Herndon thanked the Senate for their support, noting that
serving as Faculty Senate Chair was a very positive experience
and she learned a lot about the workings of the University.

ADJOURNMENT
DRAFT FOR SENATOR'S REVIEW
MINUTES OF THE UNIVERSITY FACULTY SENATE MEETING
4/23/07
1649

-

5

Maria Basom, David Christensen, Paul Gray, Cindy
Herndon, Rob Hitlan, Sue Joslyn, Michael Licari, James Lubker,
David Marchesani, Pierre-Damien Mvuyekure, Steve O'Kane, Jerry
Soneson, Laura Strauss, Denise Tallakson, Katherine VanWormer,
Barb Weeg, Susan Wurtz
PRESENT:

Jeffrey Funderburk, Mary Guenther, Shashi Kaparathi,
Susan Koch, phil Patton

Absent:

CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Chair Herndon at 3:20

P.M.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Motion to approve the minutes of the 4/09/07 meeting by Senator
Strauss; second by Senator O'Kane. Motion passed.

CALL FOR PRESS IDENTIFICATION

No press present.

COMMENTS FROM INTERIM PROVOST LUBKER

Interim Provost Lubker noted that he has no real announcements,
as it's that time of year we have all learned to both love and
hate as we're winding down to the end of the term.
The administration
a half day meeting
next week to allow
(BOR) meeting that

is continuing to work on the 2008 budget with
scheduled for tomorrow but it may be moved to
more time to prepare for the Board of Regents
will be Tuesday, May 1 in Iowa City.

As with last year, if there are budget developments over the
summer that would need input from the Senate or would be
important for the Senate to know about, he will make the same
offer he did last year, to meet with Senate leadership to bring
them up to date.
Chair Herndon agreed to this.
Interim Provost Lubker also reported that the Price Lab School
task force report has been received, copied and given to
President Allen.
They will both read it with care and meet to
discuss it.
That is all he can say about it at this time.
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COMMENTS FROM FACULTY CHAIR, SUE JOSLYN

Faculty Chair Joslyn summarized what has gone on with the two
initiatives with which she was involved the past two years.
Over a hundred faculty are enrolled to use Turnitin.com, a much
higher proportion than at the University of Iowa. At the
Educational Technology Advisory Council, where she is a
representative, Richard Featherstone, Sociology, Anthropology
and Criminology, gave a demonstration on how he uses it.
The
Turnitin.com Company gave UNI a thirty-day trial for "grade
mark", which is an expensive add-on program.
Educational
Technology will be checking with the Turnitin.com Company to see
if we would qualify for a discount. The faculty who have been
using it in the trial period reported that they are very
satisfied with it.
Faculty Chair Joslyn distributed the Academic Rigor Report to
the Senate, noting that that group has met for the past two
year, approximately three times a semester.
The results of the
discussion is that there is an increased awareness on campus of
what the issues related to faculty are; no one is blameless in
the whole issue of, or the perception of, declining rigor. Not
all faculty have these issues nor do all students.
There were
interesting discussions from the faculty, noting that an
untenured faculty person, who is now tenured, felt pressure from
her dean and department head to change a grade because the
student's parents had contacted the University.
There was much
discussion on that issue because of how unethical that is. That
faculty person did feel supported by the tenured faculty in
attendance.
Interesting ideas were shared on maintaining rigor
in the classroom, with UNI Student Government (NISG) becoming
involved and administering a student survey this semester.
While we still don't have a definition of rigor, but we know it
when we see it.
The issue will continue to move forward because
there are so many people interested in seeing things happen
regarding student evaluations.
Senator Soneson lead a group
discussion on how student evaluations are often based on the
grade that a student thinks he or she is getting.
Chair Herndon thanked Faculty Chair Joslyn, noting that she has
done a great job leading some important issues across campus.

COMMENTS FROM CHAIR, CYNTHIA HERNDON
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Chair Herndon noted that it was suggested by Senator VanWormer
that the Faculty Senate send a letter of condolences to the
faculty at Virginia Tech in care of the Chair of their Faculty
Senate.
Motion by Senator Mvuyekure to send a letter of condolences to
the faculty at Virginia Tech; second by VanWormer.
The letter that Senator VanWormer suggested is:
Dear President
Redican (President of the Faculty Senate at Virginia Tech), As
members of the faculty at the University of Northern Iowa, we
and our students have been closely watching events at your
university.
We share in your sense of tragedy.
We would like
to extend our condolences to you at this time.
Sincerely yours,
Members of the Faculty Senate at UNI"
Chair Herndon asked the Senate if there were any other
suggestions for additions.
The Senate discussed current UNI faculty who either received
degrees at Virginia Tech or taught there.
Motion passed.
Chair Herndon stated that there were a couple of questions that
came up at the last meeting that had to do with the
International Student Task Force. Jennifer Younie, former Vice
President of NISG, who made the presentation, followed up on
those questions.
The first question was the breakdown of international students
by degree.
Total international population at UNI is 432; 253
undergraduates and 179 graduate students, which includes non
degree students such as exchange students and intensive English
students. The majority of the intensive English students will
continue to study at UNI in academic programs after they have
completed their language classes.
The second question was the breakdown by colleges.
Business
Administration:
55 undergraduate and 47 graduates; College of
Education:
8 undergraduates and 40 graduates; CHFA:
17
undergraduates and 53 graduates; CNS:
49 undergraduates and 19
graduates; SBS:
10 undergraduates and 15 graduates; and others,
which includes intensive English students, transient students,
exchange students, part-time students, undecided students - 114
undergraduates and 5 graduates.

;
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The next question had to do with international students by year.
That information was not available but can probably be obtained
from the Registrar's Office.
The next question was how many students are here for a short
term.
Of the 432 international students enrolled in Fall 2006,
28 students were here for a one-semester exchange program.
The following question was how many students stay in the United
States upon graduation.
It is very difficult to track these
numbers, however, UNI assist the majority of its students to
apply for Optional Practical Training after they graduate. This
gives them one year to stay here on their student visa and work
in their field.
After a twelve-month period of Optional
Practical Training, the student must find a company to sponsor
him/her for a work visa, enroll in school for another degree, or
return home. Many of our students are currently employed in the
U.S.
UNI tries to keep an alumni database and send out an
international alumni newsletter.
The next question was why are there not a lot of students from
Europe, Africa and South America. UNI currently focuses its
recruitment efforts on Southeast Asia, northern Asia, China,
Japan, India, and the Middle East.
These are the regions that
send the largest numbers to study in the U.S. and have strong
enough economies to enable students to afford U.S. education.
Without financial aid, especially at the undergraduate level, it
is very difficult for UNI to recruit in Africa and South
America.
Students from Europe tend to stay home to study due to
the strong educational system and low cost of schooling.
The last question was what the gender breakdown is for
international students. There are 216 men and 216 women.
Of
the men, 142 are undergraduates and 74 are graduate students.
Of the women, 111 are undergraduates and 105 are graduate
students.
Chair Herndon noted that the presentations at the last meeting
were very good.
Chair Herndon stated that with regard to the university-wide
elections that were recently held, she has decided to invalidate
that election because there were problems in the process.
Those
elections will be continued in the fall.
Faculty Chair Joslyn
has been asked and has agreed to continue on in her position
until those elections are held.

I
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In reading the constitution Chair Herndon discovered that the
Faculty Chair's term actually continues until next fall.
The
constitution also states that if that person is not able to
serve, the person who is the Chair of the Faculty Senate, who
also serves as the Vice Chair of the Faculty, would temporarily
serve in the position of Chair of the Faculty.
Because there
have been some questions, Chair Herndon wanted to inform the
Senate of the process.
It is her feeling that it would be
better to redo the election, to do it cleanly and the way the
constitution requires, especially for that position.
Chair Herndon also noted that she hoped that elections were
continuing in the individual colleges, and that there will be
new senators coming on board at the beginning of the fall.
Chair Herndon reported that she attended the University Council
meeting last Thursday. The President desires to keep the UNI
campus informed and therefore mentioned several upcoming events:
the luncheon for the newly tenured promoted faculty; the
breakfast for UNI retirees this Saturday and commencement on
Saturday, May 5. He encouraged faculty to attend commencement.
President Allen also mentioned the searches that are underway.
They will be reviewing the applications for the Vice President
for Educational and Student Services the first part of May, hope
to hold campus visits the second half of May and wind things up
by early July to have someone on board by next fall.
They hope
to form a search committee for Vice President of Academic
Affairs and Associate Provost this summer.
Chair Herndon also reported that President Allen has put
together a task force committee to look into the smoking policy
on campus; that although not yet signed, he found the 2008
budget to be the most optimistic one in several years; and that
he is serving on a national presidential task force to measure
the quality of university experiences.
Interim Provost Lubker
clarified this, noting that it is an effort to do our own
assessment procedures before we are told to, an effort to keep
universities from having imposed on them things such as the "No
Child Left Behind H mandate for universities.
This is a very
important commission that he is serving on.
Chair Herndon continued, reporting that Bill Calhoun, Vice
President for Marketing and Advancement, stated that the Board
of Trustees will be on campus this Thursday and Friday,
discussing the next financial campaign, which will be announced
in early October.
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Interim Provost Lubker announced at the University Council
meeting that Jill Trainer, Associate Vice President Sponsored
Programs, will be leaving UNI and will be replaced in the
interim by Christy Twait, Director of Grants and External
Relations.
Interim Provost Lubker stated that there is a search for the
Associate Provost and Vice President of Academic Affairs, with
Reinhold Bubser, Interim Dean CHFA, serving as chair of that
committee.
He served in that position for two years under
former Provost Nancy Marlin.
It is hoped that that person will
be named by the first of June.
It will be a three-year term
appointment so that the new Provost or the person in question
can terminate the job after three years and start fresh.

CONSIDERATION OF CALENDAR ITEMS FOR DOCKETING

935

Social Science Master's Degree Re-instatement

Chair Herndon recommended that this be docketed out of regular
order and placed at the head of the docket so it can be
discussed and voted on today, and because those that might speak
to it are here.
Motion to docket as item #844 and be placed at the head of the
docket out of regular order by Senator Christensen; second by
Senator Tallakson. Motion passed.

NEW BUSINESS

Election of Faculty Senate Officers
Chair Herndon stated that the nominating committee was comprised
of senators who will be completing their terms or will not be
seeking re-election.
Those committee members were:
Senator
Weeg, Senator Tallakson, Senator Strauss, and herself.
The
committee recommended that Senator Michael Licari be elected to
serve as the Faculty Senate Chair for the 2007-2008 academic
year.
Motion by Senator Strauss to close the nominations; second by
Senator O'Kane. Motion passed.
Motion to elected Senator Licari as Faculty Senate Chair for the
2007-2008 academic year passed.
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Faculty Senate Chair-Elect Licari thanked the Senate for
electing him and noted that it is always gratifying and
rewarding and a bit humbling to be honored like this by ones
peers.
Chair Herndon noted that her term extends until next August and
she will be helping Faculty Senate Chair Elect Licari until
then.
Chair Herndon also noted that the nominating committee
recommended that Senator Susan Wurtz be elected to serve as the
Faculty Senate Vice Chair for the 2007-2008 academic year.
Motion by Senator Strauss to close the nominations; second by
Senator Mvuyekure; Motion passed with one abstention.
Motion to elected Senator Wurtz as Faculty Senate Vice Chair for
the 2007-2008 academic year passed.
Chair Herndon thanked Faculty Senate Chair-Elect Licari and
Faculty Senate Vice-Chair-Elect Wurtz for their willingness to
serve.
It is an interesting experience in which they will learn
a lot about the university and how it functions.
She also
thanked the nominating committee for their work.

ONGOING BUSINESS

Parking Deck Update
Chair Herndon stated that the parking deck has been an issue
that has been up and down along the way.
She talked with Tom
Schellhardt, Vice President for Administration and Finance, who
suggested Morris Mikkelson return to update the Senate on the
parking deck.
There have been some changes and it will be going
to the BOR at their May 1 meeting.
Morris Mikkelson, Associate Vice President Facilities Planning,
was present to update the Senate on the parking deck and
presented a PowerPoint presentation in doing so.
Mr. Mikkelson reviewed the parking deck process to date.
In
December the BOR allowed UNI to proceed with the project
planning, to use the land as a match and allow the use of the
architect / consultants that UNI had been working with on the
previous project so that UNI would not have to go through the

/
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whole selection process again with the Federal Transportation
Agency (FTA).
By the end of February UNI had to submit the
feasibility and the environmental studies, both of which were
required by the FTA to indicate the general plans and to
determine all the FTA requirements ere met.
Those were both
approved and the architects proceeded to do a schematic design.
This schematic design will be presented to the BOR on May 1 and
permission to proceed on this project will be requested.
The
next phase will be the design.
The timetable involves the
moving of several rental houses that the University owns on 23 rd
Street.
If UNI received the BOR and FTA approvals, UNI will try
to proceed with moving those this summer.
Three properties are
currently rented to fraternities and sororities.
The University
would like to move them to property that UNI owns on 22 nd Street
and have them up and livable by fall.
Bids on the parking deck
would then be let out early 2008.
A lot of the input from the public sessions was taken into
consideration.
There will be more session to gain additional
input. There is also a parking survey put out by the Parking
Committee regarding allocation of space. One of the issues that
came forward in the previous input sessions concerned the
ability to expand this facility if needed.
The Commons Lot was
determined to be the site with a one level deck with access off
23 rd Street. There was a lot of concern about the future use of
the facility and traffic on 23 rd Street.
The consultants have recommended a slightly different use of
that space. UNI will now be pursuing a three level deck on the
south portion of the Commons Lot (closest to campus) leaving the
north portion of the Commons Lot as it is, a flat parking
surface.
This plan will allow the University to add two
additional levels to the north portion of the facility in the
future fairly easily.
By doing this UNI will not have to go
through the construction of adding ramps to get to an expanded
upper level which would have been necessary with an overall two
level deck.
The intent is the same and it adds additional space
but economically it serves UNI better.
Mr. Mikkelson noted that the facility would have an increase of
281 parking spaces over the current 490 spaces.
There will be
an enclosed bus passenger waiting area that will be located on
the 23 rd Street side (south).
There will be a covered walkway
connecting Campus Street up to the Transit Facility with a
canopied cross-walk over 23 rd Street.
They have been working
with the city of Cedar Falls on relocating 23 rd Street as well as
extending the green belt the city will be putting along College
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and 23 rd Streets.
The University owns four properties on 23 rd
Street where this facility will be located.
One is occupied by
the UNI Foundation which will be moving into space in Bartlett
Hall once Gilchrist is ready and offices can be moved back in.
That property will be demolished and UNI is are working with the
remaining three fraternities and sororities to move their houses
to 22 nd Street.
Mr. Mikkelson stated that the UNI Master plan fifteen to twenty
years ago identified this area as land that UNI wanted to
acquire so parking could be expended in the northeast area of
campus.
That has always been the intent and the leases on the
University rental properties are written so that the University
can take them over to do with what is needed.
The site for this
project is the entire block of Campus and Merner, 22 nd and 23 rd
Streets.
Mr. Mikkelson noted that the facade of the facility will have
brick and limestone, to tie in aesthetically with the rest of
the campus.
The ramps in the facility will scissor up and back,
and there will be diagonal parking on the ramps as you go on the
ramps.
He noted that this is a very economical way to do this.
Iowa State Union and the medical facilities parking at the
University of Iowa both have similar parking.
The facility lS
rd
on a slope with 23
Street curving into the facility on the
second level of the facility on the south side.
There will be a
small waiting area on the south side on the second level.
Busses will be able to pull in on both sides of the waiting area
from both directions.
The Panther shuttle will continue to
operate clockwise as it currently does on its route around
campus.
The area where the busses will load and unload will be
covered.
This facility can be economically upgraded to increase
parking in the future.
Mr. Mikkelson also noted that the
facility will include benches for waiting, an elevator,
restrooms, video cameras for monitoring, and space available for
rent for selling newspapers, coffee and snacks.
Mr. Mikkelson reported after BOR approval the University will
have to go back and make another formal grant application to the
FTA. The total proposed cost for the facility is $8,460,000.
The FTA funding will be $6,734,000. Mr. Mikkelson noted that
the University has been working with the FTA all along.
The
land value as a match increased because UNI was allowed more and
had to get appraisals which increased the amount of match.
That
amount is $1,592,000. The rental property account of $111,000 is
being used for some of the improvements that will be made to
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those properties.
In-Kind services of $23,000 will come out of
Facilities Services.
The existing Commmons Lot has 209 parking spaces. After
construction the north surface lot will have 116 parking spaces.
The parking deck itself will have 374 spaces for a total of 409,
an increase of 281 parking spaces.
Mr. Mikkelson noted that the allocation of the type of parking
is up to the Parking Committee. As far as going forward to the
BOR with a business plan, allocations were made based on what
was originally discussed and what they have received as far as
input from the campus community. One thing that was somewhat
confusing, as discussions on the parking deck were going on, was
that the Parking Committee was trying to make modifications to
the existing parking system itself. These two entities had to
remain separate; funding that comes in for the parking deck has
to remain with it for operations, maintenance and future
maintenance.
Prior to the fire in Gilchrist Hall, the parking
allocation within the Gilchrist Lot was different from what it
was after the University had to move people. Many offices and
departments were moved to the north portion of the campus and
consequently the parking was changed. Under the business plan,
all categories of parking have been increased.
There will
probably be some minor changes once the facility is constructed.
The business plan is worked out so that there is adequate money
to fund the continued and future maintenance and operation of
it.
Mr. Mikkelson stated that the University will go before the BOR
Tuesday, May 1.
If the plan is approved, UNI will be in the
design phase and the only thing that one will see right away is
the moving of the rental properties.
There is still adequate
time for plenty of input.
Senator Soneson asked if this will result in an increase in the
cost of parking permits.
Mr. Mikkelson replied that it would not.
The one caveat to this
is that it is written in such a way that the inflationary
increases that have been typical for parking would be continued.
He noted that there will be approximately 170 meters with the
new facility.
Going back a number of years, the intent has
always been to resolve the visitor parking on campus. When a
large number of people are coming on campus for a conference or
such, there will be the place for them to go.
As 23 rd Street
wraps up into the facility, there will be bus loading on both
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sides of 23 rd Street so that if groups park there, buses can then
pick them up and transport them to where they needed to go on
campus.
Chair Herndon asked if the number of "A" and "B" parking spots
in the Commons lot would be increased.
Mr. Mikkelson responded that all parking designations have
increased.
There are currently 85 "AH parking places in the
Commons lot; that will be increased to 100.
"B" permits
increased 75 from 111 to 186, disabled increased from 5 to 10.
Senator Gray noted that there was no mention of motorcycle
parking.
Mr. Mikkelson replied that there will be motorcycle parking and
bicycle parking but they don't have those figures yet.
Senator Weeg asked if traffic will flow in only one direction on
the ramps in the facility.
Mr. Mikkelson replied that there will be a ramp going up and a
ramp gong down.
In response to Chair Herndon's question about the pedestrian
walkway crossing 23 rd street, Mr. Mikkelson stated that there
will be crosswalk.
It is a city street and UNI hasn't gotten
agreement if there will be stoplights.
23 rd Street from Hudson
Road to College Street is being looked at and UNI hopes there
will be changes all through there because there are some serious
issues with student pedestrian traffic. Vehicles on 23 rd Street,
going from Hudson to College will have to go through the parking
facility; 23 rd will not be a through street as such.
The city
had initially planned to do what they have done downtown on Main
Street, a streetscape, along College and 23 rd Street to
University Book and Supply. Now with the project being
approved, the intent is to take the streetscape all the way from
College through to Merner, an ambling sort of street.
Chair Herndon thanked Mr. Mikkelson for his presentation and for
answering the Senate's questions.
She noted that David Zarifis,
Director, Public Safety, is out of town and was unable to answer
questions on the parking survey. Mr. Mikkelson noted that there
were some glitches in the survey that made it difficult so there
is nothing conclusive yet.

\
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CONSIDERATION OF DOCKETED ITEMS

844

Social Science Mater's Degree Re-instatement

Chair Herndon noted that this is coming to the Senate out of the
regular curriculum sequence because there was a demand for this
degree and because a lot of it will be done through distance
education.
It has been approved by all the necessary bodies and
is coming to the Senate for its approval.
Faculty Chair Joslyn reviewed the process to date, noting that
the Graduate College Curriculum Committee has approved it
unanimously, as has the Graduate Council.
It is are-statement
of the major, not a new major because was never officially taken
off the books; it went into an inactive status in 1994.
The
Department of History could in effect move forward with this as
it is still on the books but they did want to get the
appropriate approvals in place.
There is a strong demand for
this from across the state; there is nothing else like it being
offered in the state.
It would be providing a Master's Degree
in Social Science for practicing teachers, provided almost
entirely by distance education.
Robert Martin, Department Head, History was present to discuss
this, noting that they began receiving phone calls from teachers
about a year ago.
A subsequent survey also showed clearly that
there was a demand for this program.
Motion to approve by Senator Soneson; second by Senator
Christensen.
Senator Soneson noted he had several questions, first why this
program was shelved in 1994. He continued, that it states that
most of the coursework will be done on the Iowa Communications
Network (ICN); is that true? Will faculty be teaching all of
these courses on the ICN? Are they already teaching them, or
will this market change? If so, is this really an ICN program?
Senator Soneson commented that he can understand this as an
undergraduate major but wondered if it can be taken as such and
make it a Master's degree, which is what it seems to be that
they are asking.
It is only thirty hours of credit, which is
only one year.
There are Master's programs that are only one
year but he's curious as to what it is that makes this a
Master's program; does it have the coherence or the rigor that
would count as a Master's program? It states that it is a non-

I
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thesis program but in lieu of that students can take a course on
research and write a paper. There is no provision for a
Master's exam, either written or oral. He is wondering if this
really constitutes a Master's program without some of those
traditional examinations.
Dr. Martin responded that he was not absolutely sure why it was
dropped in 1994. There were budgetary problems at that time,
but his impression was that the demand at that time wasn't as
great as it should have been to maintain the program.
For a
number of years, the History Department lost teachers to a
variety of programs at other institutions.
In recent years
there has been an increased demand for discipline specific
degrees.
History by itself doesn't have sufficient means to
deliver a degree that is accessible to students who are too far
away to commute.
In talking with both Julia Wallace, Dean,
College of Social and Behavioral Sciences and Jim Bodensteiner,
Interim Dean, Continuing Education, he raised the issue of
offering such a program.
Last summer Associate Provost Koch
visited with him after talking with Dr. Bodensteiner and they
agreed that the time was right to try to resurrect this program.
UNI is losing students in the graduate program to other
institutions. Here is a chance to deliver a quality program to
teachers who are interested in it rather than giving up that
market to other institutions.
In response to the Senator Soneson's question that most of the
work will be done on the ICN, and if so, is it not an ICN
program, Dr. Martin replied that most of the work will be done
on the ICN.
It is modeled after the Science Master's that's
geared for teachers.
It was intended to be about a two and a
half year program so there will be two summers involved.
It is
largely an ICN degree because that is the only way they can
adequately provide teachers with degrees as some are as far away
as Des Moines and the Quad Cities.
Dr. Martin added that it will not really increase the demand on
resources, as these are courses that are currently being taught.
There will also be course work throughout that program and will
give an international dimension to this Social Science Master's.
It is intended to build, for the most part, on courses that
already exist.
Senator Soneson stated that his last question was if this was
indeed a Master's program without any coherence or examination.
He asks this because it states that students can take no more
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than six hours in anyone content area and his fear is that it
would be something other than a coherent Social Science program.
Dr. Martin deferred this question to Chad Christopher;
Coordinator of the Social Science undergraduate program, noting
that this is geared towards the endorsement needs of teachers.
Mr. Christopher responded that candidates looking for this
Master's degree are looking to gain more content knowledge in
specific areas and they don't all need the same things. What is
being offered is the opportunity to gain that content knowledge
in all the different areas but to also work toward being
certified by the state in those different areas.
They will be
required to do a research paper and a research project as part
of their final; there will be no test.
Senator Soneson added that there doesn't seem to be something to
tie it all together.
Even though there is a wide range, it
seems like something such as Methods in Social Science or
Philosophy of Social Science would make it possible for there to
be a foundational basis upon which they could have examinations.
Mr. Christopher replied that there is a seminar offered the
second summer that will address methods and philosophy.
Dr. Martin added that the research paper is to be comparable to
the sort of research tract the students in regular M.A. programs
would have.
Faculty Chair Joslyn noted that most research papers are two
credit hours and this one is three credit hours.
Senator Soneson asked why it was not a thesis?
Faculty Chair Joslyn replied that that would be six credit
hours.
Dr. Martin added that this is really intended to be a sort of
professional applied degree to address the needs of teachers in
a way that we think will be better than what they can get at
other institutions.
Dr. Martin noted that History has three tracts: a Public History
track which involves either a thesis or a Master's project; a
research paper tract that is non-thesis involving a written and
oral examination; and a thesis tract that is designed for
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students who may be going on for their Ph.D. which requires a
thesis and an oral defense of the thesis.

r~gular

Voting to approve the Social Science Mater's Degree Re
instatement passed with one abstention.

841

Emeritus Status request for Barbara Hetrick, Department of
Biology, effective 8/07

Motion to approve by Senator O'Kane; second by Senator Soneson.
Senator O'Kane stated that Dr. Hetrick came to UNI thirteen
years ago at a time when the Biology Department was in very poor
shape. She has done an absolutely admirable job of building the
department up in virtually every way imaginable, both the
remodeling of McCollum Science Hall, the additions to the
botanical center, additional faculty, and she is an absolute
delight to work for.
Interim Provost Lubker added that Barb Hetrick has been a
marvelous department head.
She has worked with the Provost's
Office and also while he was CHFA Dean; she's a true academic,
and this university will miss her a great deal.
Senator Soneson commented that he knows Dr. Hetrick from outside
of the department and one of the things that makes her a great
department head it that she cares very deeply for every
individual faculty memberin her department.
She spends time
talking with them, giving advice and so on. That is a little
unusual for a department head but that kind of support has made
it possible for people like Senator O'Kane to say that she had
done a great job.
In looking at the Biology Department from the
outside, he knows how diverse it is and what strong
personalities they have.
It is remarkable that someone can come
in and bring about a sense of unity and leadership to that
department.
Dr. Hetrick has done that, and has done it very,
very well.
Motion passed.

842 Emeritus Status request for Peter G. Goulet, Department of
Management, effective 6/07
Motion to approve by Senator Wurtz; second by Senator Soneson.
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do not know at this time who all the out going senators are.
In
the past, when elections were held earlier, newly elected
senators were invited to this last Faculty Senate meeting.
She
does know that Senator Strauss will not be seeking re-election.
Senator Weeg has spent nine out of her twenty-five years at UNI
serving on the Faculty Senate and will not seek re-election for
at least a year.
Senator Tallakson did not seek re-election as
well.
The Senators that will not be returning will be invited
back to the Faculty Senate in the fall for recognition of their
service.
She thanked them for their service.
Chair Herndon noted that she would like to recognize Faculty
Chair Joslyn who has served two one-year terms, which is the
maximum allowed consecutively.
A recognition plaque was
presented to Faculty Chair Joslyn, and Chair Herndon thanked her
for her service, noting that she has done a tremendous job with
all the projects she had taken on as Faculty Chair.
The Senate
appreciates everything she has done.
Chair Herndon stated that she also has a recognition plaque for
Associate Provost Koch in appreciation of her dedicated service,
which she will present to her at a later date.
Associate Provost Lubker stated that he is pleased to be able to
honor Chair Herndon with a plaque for her service as a senator
and her service as Faculty Senate Chair.
Working with her this
past year has really been delightful and the Senate has been
fortunate to have her service as Chair.
Chair Herndon thanked Associate Provost Lubker and stated that
she really appreciates having worked with the Senate.
Others
have said that you learn a lot about the university and you do.
Learning how the Senate interacts with the BOR has been
fascinating, and interesting how it all works together with the
state legislature.
Chair Herndon stated that she will continue working in the
background as the Senate passed some important motions that she
doesn't want the University to lose.
The electronic media
policy is one that the Senate needs to make sure it goes
somewhere; the Honor Code is another one.
Some that were passed
in the past, such as the split faculty appointments, need to be
followed up on as well.
She appreciates all the help from the
Senators, noting that we've done some good things.
Chair Herndon also noted that she wanted to thank Faculty Senate
Secretary Dena Snowden for all the work she has put in helping
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her and the Senate. Dena attends to many details behing the
The Senate
scenes; she really appreciates all Dena has done.
reiterated Chair Herndon's sentiments.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Senator Strauss to adjourn; second by Senator Weeg.
Motion passed.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:35 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,
Dena Snowden
Faculty Senate Secretary
Academic Rigor Report to the Faculty Senate
Sue Joseph Joslyn, Chair of the Faculty
'Faculty discussion group (two years)
'Met monthly
·Discussions of academic rigor
'Results of discussion
g
Increased awareness on campus - several
formal/informal discussions continuing in smaller
units
g
Increased knowledge/awareness of components of
rigor
'Faculty issues
. Inconsistent policies
'Lack of feedback to students
'Student issues
'Students don't want an education, they want
a degree
'Students come to college unprepared
'Students /parents demanding better grades
'Institutional issues
. "Students First" sometimes interpreted as all
students get a degree no matter what
'Grade inflation
g
Support of untenured faculty
g
Sharing ideas of maintaining rigor in the
classroom
g
Students/NISG awareness of issues surrounding
academic rigor
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'Student survey
Discussion of academic rigor related to teaching
evaluations (Jerry Soneson facilitated faculty
discuss of recent research)
In general, meetings were successful
·Increased campus awareness of the issue
'Increased faculty discussions that will continue
Still no fixed definition of rigor, but, like pornography, we
know it when we see it.
Q

